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Why Does NASA Encourage Commercial
Activities?

• The Space Act which established NASA, states that
NASA is to encourage the fullest commercial use of
space.

• The NASA Strategic Plan states that we are to enable
US industry to develop new, profitable space
industries.
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The commercial development of the space frontier is one of the greatest
opportunities facing America.  It is the growth of business into space that

will bring the benefits of space down to Earth and enrich the everyday lives
of all Americans.  NASA is encouraging businesses to seize this opportunity
through the Space Product Development Program and its Commercial Space

Centers, to help ensure the continued economic growth of the U.S. and to
bring the opportunities for new advances, technological understanding,

products, and jobs to the public.
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This is being done by partnering with industry to help them
discover the benefits that can come from commercial space and

microgravity research.  The program strives to educate companies
and businesses of all sizes to the benefits of doing business in

space and providing the access necessary to do this.  The program
works through 11 Commercial Space Centers located around the
U.S.  These centers, located at academic institutions, are partially

funded by NASA and are charged with developing industry
partners to pursue specific areas of commercial research.  These
partners pay an increasing portion of the funding for operations
and research, since the ultimate goal is to generate a demand for

doing business in space.
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FY 1999 Metrics

Industry Affiliates Non-NASA Funding
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FY 1999 Metrics

CSC : Leveraging

Ratio of Industry co-funding to
NASA funding
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FY 1999 Metrics

Total Investment to Date
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• Academically based, but Industry driven

• Focused upon innovative combination of
technologies

– Robotics, Automation, VR, Simulation, controls,
and others

• Involves NASA Funding Investment

• Fiscal Year 01 Startup Target

• Academic & Industrial Partners Needed

Potential New Commercial Space Center
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Key Points!

• New Commercial Space Center

• NASA Exhibit at ICRA2000

• Commercial.NASA.GOV

– SPD.NASA.Gov

– Survey Link Button

• Thursday Discussion Session!

– Ballroom #1, 12:00 - 13:00


